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8454. Head Lice

The Board of Education and the Superintendent are committed to ensuring a safe and healthy
environment for all students and staff members in order to maximize academic achievement.
Furthermore, the District values effective collaboration, critical thinking, thoughtful reflection,
ethical responses to all challenges and fluent and precise communication between learners,
educators, and the wider community.

It is recognized by the Board of Education and the Superintendent that head lice do not cause
disease, but their presence is the cause of much emotion and unnecessary absences from school.
The District recognizes that head lice infestations are not a sign of uncleanliness, they are not the
source of disease, and they pose no hazards to health.

Head lice do not signify an infection, but rather an infestation and while infestations may not be
a health threat, they often become a social issue. Misinformation about head lice is often the
source of anxiety and sometimes anger in school and parent communities. In addition, outdated
“no nit” policies are the cause for unnecessary absences from school which may negatively affect
academic performance.

The goal of the District in managing cases of head lice is to provide a safe and healthy
environment for learning, one in which adults collaborate to:
1. Establish evidence-based management protocols for students with head lice;
2. Educate students, staff, and parents in the management of head lice in accordance
with up-to-date scientific research.

Through this approach, thoughtful, confidential, and evidence-based care will be delivered by
school personnel. Moreover, academic performance will be maximized and unnecessary
absences due to the exclusion of students with head lice will be minimized.
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